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IS CHRIST THE ONLY WAY?
BY ROBERT VELARDE@ JANUARY 1,2009 (1] Y ® = ]

If truth is relative, then no religion or idea can claim exclusivity because
something could be true for one person, but not for another.
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In This Series:

Is Christ the only way? Don't all religions lead to God? Are Christians really so narrow-minded and
intolerant?

If you're Christian, you've probably encountered these or similar questions. If you're not a Christian, you
may have asked some of these questions yourself. They are reasonable questions that deserve
reasonable answers. This article will answer them by looking at the concepts of truth and tolerance,
briefly exploring differences between competing religions and philosophies and looking at what the Bible
has to say.

Truth, Tolerance and Hot Chocolate

If truth is relative, then no religion or idea can claim exclusivity because something could be true for one
person, but not for another. We can see this when it comes to matters of taste, such as whether or not
one person happens to like hot chocolate or not, but what about when it comes to ideas? Are ideas
relative? If | say, “I really like hot chocolate,” 'm making a claim about a matter of taste. Someone else
might not like hot chocolate. But what if | say, “Jesus is Lord"? Someone else may disagree, and they are
welcome to, but the claim, “Jesus is Lord” is a truth claim. I'm staking out an area of reality, so to speak,
and saying that this bit of information is true.

But what do | mean by “true”? In short, truth is what corresponds to reality. If Jesus is Lord, then he is so
no matter how | respond to the claim. In addition, | should be tolerant of those who hold to differing
beliefs on this point and they should be tolerant of my belief. But tolerance does not mean that everyone
is right. Tolerating different points of view does not mean that we give up our own truth claims.

Truth and Religion: Is It Like an Elephant?

When it comes to religion and philosophy, however, some people do not believe that any one belief is
true. They might point out disagreements between adherents of Christianity or other religions and
philosophies as an example of the futility of trying to say that any one belief system is true.

Or sometimes analogies are provided, with one of the most popular being that of the blind men and the
elephant. Although there are variations of the story, the point of all of them is that some blind men
examined different parts of an elephant and all concluded it was something different. One man touched
the tail and described the elephant as rope. Another man felt the tusk and described the elephant as
hard. Yet a third blind man felt the elephant’s ear and said it must be a soft creature. “You see,” says the
person offering the example, “they all grasped parts of the same truth. Similarly, all religions are true in
their own way.”

But does this illustration hold up? Is it really the same as our hot chocolate example — a matter of taste?
On closer examination we learn at least two key things about the example. First, there was a real
elephant or truth to be grasped, yet all the men got it wrong! Second, knowing just a part of something is
not the same as knowing the bigger picture. There really was a truth to be grasped — a real, live elephant
- but all the men missed out on this fact.

Now let’s take a look at a few religions and philosophies in light of the elephant illustration. Christian
theism claims that there is only one God, personal and distinctly separate from His creation. Pantheism,
found in forms of Hinduism for instance, claims that everything is part of the impersonal divine. Atheists
claim there is no god. Are these three worldviews really describing different parts of the same thing?
Since they flat out contradict one another, the claim that they are all describing different aspects of the
same thing does not make much sense. After all, God cannot both exist and not-exist at the same time
and in the same way. Neither can God be personal and impersonal, everything and separate from
creation at the same time and in the same way.

If we look at the situation rationally, then either all religions and philosophies are wrong or one of them is
true. This is not to say that there are no commonalities between religions and philosophies. But what
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they have to say on the big issues such as the nature of God, the human condition, and the way of
salvation or spiritual liberation, is very different.

Christianity happens to claim that on these key theological points, it is true. But Christianity is not the
only religion or philosophy to make truth claims. Atheists, for instance, would claim that their denial of
the existence of God is true (corresponds to reality). As a result, anyone who disagrees with their position
is wrong. Consistent pantheists would have to deny that God has personality, instead clinging to the
divine as being an impersonal force. By definition, pantheists, then, are staking out a portion of reality
and essentially are saying that Christians and atheists are both wrong.

What if we apply the same sort of reasoning of those who offer the elephant example to mathematics?
One person says two plus two is four, but another says the answer is five, while yet a third person says
the answer is really seven. After all, isn't it narrow-minded and intolerant to demand that only one answer
to the problem be the right one?

The Truth Claims of Christ

Now let’s turn our attention to the truth claims of Christianity. In the Bible, Jesus said, ‘I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father [God] except through me” (John 14:6, NIV). In Acts
4:12, the Apostle Peter said of Jesus, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

The question is not whether or not this is a “narrow-minded” position, but whether or not the claims are
true. Jesus spoke of a personal creator God who calls everyone to repentance, offering redemption to
those who will receive Him. This is not an intolerant or mean-spirited position to hold. If it's true, then
sharing this message is the most natural and loving thing to do.

Sharing the Claims

The claims of Christ have their foundation in his identity and claims. His followers were aware of this, as
the apostle Paul wrote, “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith ...
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17).
Jesus claimed to be God in the flesh, who came to earth to suffer and die for the our sins, to be raised
again from the dead after his crucifixion. Again, we are dealing with specific truth claims about reality. If
these claims are true, as Christians believe, then how we respond to them is not just an intellectual
game, but is of significant and eternal importance.

sHARE: @ ¥ @ B =

How useful was this article?

Click or Tap on a star to rate it!

1. 8.8.0 6 ¢

Average Rating: 3.2/ 5

About the Author

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/is-christ-the-only-way/

Page 3 of 5

6/13/2020



Is Christ the Only Way? - Focus on the Family

Page 4 of 5

Robert Velarde is author of “Conversations with C.S. Lewis” (InterVarsity Press), “The Heart of Narnia” (NavPress), and “Inside The Screwtape Letters” (Baker

Books). He studied philosophy of religion and apologetics at Denver Seminary and is pursuing graduate studies in philosophy at Southern Evangelical

Seminary.

More by Robert Velarde

You May Also Like

BIBLICAL PR,LES

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

10 Things Everyone
Should Know About
a Christian View of
Homosexuality

JULY 22,2019

Sex Education: How Teaching Character
to Start Early to Your Kids
JANUARY 24, 2020 AUGUST 12,2019
ABOUT US SHOWS & PODCASTS SHOP
Our Values Daily Broadcast Adventures in Odyssey

Visit Us The Boundless Show

Jobs & Volunteering Adventures in Odyssey

Newsroom Radio Theatre

Press Center Focus on Marriage Podcast
Contact Us Focus on Parenting Podcast
Find a Counselor All Shows >>

o/ 1-800-A-FAMILY (232-6459)

4 help@focusonthefamily.com

Radio Theatre

That the World May Know
The Truth Project
Magazines

All Products >>

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/is-christ-the-only-way/

DONATE

Make a Donation
Why Donate

How Funds Are Used
Planned Giving

Manage My Donor Account

SIGN UP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTERS

Get our updates straight to your inbox

& SignUp

6/13/2020



Is Christ the Only Way? - Focus on the Family Page 5 of 5

Copyright © 2020 Focus on the Family | Privacy Policy | Permissions 'F y o

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/is-christ-the-only-way/ 6/13/2020



